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WHAT AM IP 


animal, vegetable, butch... 
by Laure 

Don’t quite fit into any stereotypical mold? 
Can’t decide whether you’re butch or femme? 
This quick, easy quiz may provide some 
valuable insight. 
1. own 
A) an assortment of dresses, suitable for many 
occasions. 
B) one all-purpose dress I use for weddings, 
funerals and job interviews. 
C) What’s a dress? 


2. Electric outlets are ideal for plugging i in 


my 
A) curling iron 
B) vibrator 
C) power saw 


_5, My idea of a dream vacation is 


A) Forty-two pairs of high heels ee 


3, When I go out to the bar, n 
choice is am 
A) come-fuck-me pumps x 
B) Birkenstocks 
C) Nike cross trainers ; 
4, When my lover and I travel 

A) T always let her drivel yc st oA Aer 
B) we share the driving | ene a 
C) if I’m not at the wheel, zr must be i in traction. 4 
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A) shopping on Rodeo Drive 


B) camping in Provincetown ae : 
C) building a deck — Rp a 
6. I never go anywhere without my *; Sue Spies 
A) purse is a ees 
B) healing crystals . ee 
C) ball cap tise ae a 


7. My closet contains 


WE WELCOME SUBMISSIONS 


We are always seeking submissions of 1 interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, book, concert and movie reviews, political and 
social commentary, short fiction, poetry and artwork are all 
welcomed. Contributors may either write to Womonspace News (Box 
128, Main P.O., Edmonton AB T5J 3K4), attend a newsletter 
meeting, or leave a message at 482-1794. Topics for coming months: 
September- Artificial Insemination; October- Lesbians and the | 


Media; November- Coming Out. 
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Womonspace News is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our 
purpose is to inform and entertain our members tee any other interested pesbinnss The Snipes OTs, in any: 


refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, 
T5J 3K4. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines free — at any 
News seeks ae that i is ee to help defer eae costs. Blac or d 
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pupae organizations and establishments publicied are not saute sipported ty Wie ore d 
Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome st 
Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length : 
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B) The manuscript for my Great Canadian 
Dyke Novel 

C) Nineteen sports jackets, all of which say 
“shortstop” on the sleeve 

8. My favourite book is 

A) Makeup in the 21st Century 

B) Women Who Run With the Wolves 

C) The Black & Decker catalogue 

9. My favourite movie is 

A) Gone With the Wind 

B) Desert Hearts 

C) Old Yeller 

10. When in a nightclub I like to order 
A) martinis 

B) club soda 

C) other people around 

11, When I was younger I wanted to be 
A) a ballet dancer 

B) a cowgirl 

C) an auto mechanic 

12, My greatest wish is to 

A) borrow Suzanne Westenhoefer’s eyeliner 
B) go whale watching 

C) play in the NHL 

13. The Dinah Shore Classic is 

A) a type of sports bra 

B) a politically incorrect babefest 

C) heaven 

14. When I was little I played with 

A) Malibu Barbie 

B) my invisible friend 

C) dumptrucks 

15. My brother admires my 

A) penmanship 

B) haircut 

C) toolbox 

16. My favourite singer is 

A) Celine Dion 

B) Cris Williamson 

C) Melissa Etheridge 


17. On Valentine’s Day, I 

A) receive lots of flowers and chocolates 
B) catch up on my reading 

C) buy crotchless panties for my girlfriend 
18. In the boudoir I wear 

A) nothing 

B) a T-shirt from Michigan, circa 1986 

C) boxer shorts 

19. I like New Year’s Eve because 

A) I can dance up a storm 

B) It symbolizes rebirth 

C) I get to wear a tuxedo 

20. My favourite colour is 

A) pink 

B) lavender 

C) flannel plaid 

21. To relax I have a bath with 

A) lots of bubbles 

B) aromatherapy oils 

C) beer 

22. When I win the lottery I’m going to 
A) move to Tahiti 

B) feed the homeless 

C) buy a 4x4 

23. My favourite hobby is 

A) shopping for new clothes 

B) tie-dyeing old clothes 

C) beer 

24, I like to watch Ellen because 

A) Audrey’s mohair sweaters are to die for 
B) Buy The Book is my dream workplace 
C) Spence’s wardrobe is just like mine 
Scoring: Give yourself 1 point for each A 
answer, 2 for B and 3 for C. 

24-40: Femme fatale. Celebrate with a 
manicure! 

40-56: You’re having an identity crisis. Light a 
yeast-free candle and ponder the secrets of the 
universe. 

56-72: You’re so butch it hurts. Have a beer. 
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BUTCH AND FEMME: 
[don't get it! 


; 


by LJD 

In the late 1960s, they asked me, “What are 
you... a butch or a femme?” 

I said, “I don’t know. I’m just a womon.” 

They laughed and said, “Ah, a baby butch!” 

At five feet, 10 inches, I didn’t think I was a 
baby anything. They told me to take a good look 
in the mirror. I did. A very androgenous womon 
was looking back. lVomon being the key thing. 

My girlfriend at the time started trying to get me to 
wear more masculine clothes. Why? I liked 
comfortable clothes—like jeans and t-shirts—but 
men’s boxer shorts, suits and ties... I didn’t think 
SO. 

Tiny little womyn wanted me to fight them. 
What the hell was that all about? I could have 
seriously harmed them. Hit a womon? Never. 

I managed to extricate myself from every 
situation without fighting. There were other things, 
however, that I was supposed to be or do to be 
this “butch” creature. Some things about me were 
butch and some weren't at all. I discovered that 
wanting to bear children was definitely not butchy! 
In fact, some questioned if I was even a lesbian. 

It’s now 1997 and when I look in a mirror, a 
very androgynous womon still looks back at me. 
My partner looks more feminine than me, but she 
owns all the tools and fixes everything. I do most 
of the cooking and am helpless at repairs. She is 
pregnant but I will be the stay-at-home mom. A 
lesbian asked me if I thought I would make a good 
father! Argh, when are we going to get past this 
role stuffr I don’t get it. ’'m just a womon who 
loves another womon. 


1997 PRIDE AWARDS 
Celebrating our diversity 


(Several Womonspace members were the recipients of 
Pride Awards, presented June 28 at Convocation 
Hall in conjunction with the Edmonton Vocal 
Minority Voices of Pride Concert. ) 

The following individuals and businesses 
were honored with Pride Certificates: 

The Canadian Bar Association, 
Lesbian and Gay Rights Section, Alberta 
North: Julie Lloyd and Sheila Mann, for 
their work to advance the status of lesbians 
and gays in the legal profession. 

Edmonton Vocal Minority and artistic 
director David Garber, for their 
Participation in the presentation of Mozart’s 
Requiem with the Alberta Ballet and the 
Edmonton Symphony. 

Jacqueline Dumas, owner of Orlando 
Books, for making her bookstore a 
centrepiece for gay and lesbian culture and 
community in Edmonton. 

Shakespear’s Darts and Rumnue 
Room (owners Stacey and Nicole) for 
moving beyond the day-to-day management 
of their business to a deeper commitment to 
the lesbian community. 

Fennel Productions (Faye and Laurie) 
for bringing high-profile lesbian performers 
(Suzanne Westenhoefer, Suede, Ferron, 
Chris Williamson & Tret Fure) to 
Edmonton. 

Ellen Howrish for her commitment to 
improving the family lives of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgendered people through 
her work in P-FLAG-T. 
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Roxanne Hurd-Pride for her work to 
raise awareness, visibility and inclusion of 
transgendered people and their issues. Roxy 
is also the chair of a new national group 
TGS-PFLAG , founded for support to the 
transgendered community. 

Ms. T, for daring to take on the 
provincial government's homophobic 
decision to exclude lesbians and gays from 
being foster parents. 

(NOTE: The October Womonspace 
dance will be a fund-raising benefit for 
Ms. T) 

Darrin (Guys in Disguise) Hagen, loud 
and proud gender-bending host on 
Videotron’s The Edge, for his award- 
winning one-man show at the 1996 Fringe, 
The Edmonton Queen, Not a Riverboat Story. 

Lindy Pratch, who works at the 
Edmonton Public Library, for identifying 
lesbian and gay books with rainbow stickers 
at the Southgate branch. 


Phair and Irwin awards 


The Michael Phair and Maureen Irwin 
Awards recognize individuals who have 
made significant and longterm contributions 
to the life of the lesbigay community. 
Nominations are received from anyone in 
our community and are rated on an 
evaluation scale considering the candidate’s 
level of outness, length and breadth of 
accomplishment, and personal integrity. 

This year’s recipient of the Maureen Irwin 
Award is Womonspace president Roz 
Ostendorf, who has been out and active for 
many years. She has helped organize Pride 


Weeks and served on the Police Liaison 
Committee. She also “got a bunch of mostly 
over 30, overweight, smoking dykes to get 
some exercise” by forming the L’Amazons 
touch football team. In all her work, Roz ts 
committed to fair process and to ensuring 
that voices are heard from all around the 
table. 

This year there were two recipients of the 
Michael Phair Awards, David Hicks and 
Murray Billet. 

David has provided energetic volunteer 
service to the community since 1992. He 
was a member of and co-chaired the 
GLCCE Board, was co-chair of Pride 
organizing in 1992 and 1993, was a founder 
of the Maureen Irwin and Michael Phair 
Awards, and worked to establish the Red 
Deer Summit. He was co-founder of 
Edmonton Vocal Minority, the choit’s 
general manager for four years, and is 
spearheading the 1998 Canada-wide 
gathering of gay and lesbian choruses in 
Edmonton. 

As a director of GALA, Murray has 
provided eloquent commentary to the media 
on many equality and sexual orientation 
issues. The Delwyn Vriend Defence Fund, 
Michael Phair’s election campaigns, and Ms. 
T have benefited from his expertise in fund- 
raising and political action. Murray has been 
a major organizer of the Police Liaison 
Committee and represents Edmonton with 
EGALE, the national civil rights group for 
gays and lesbians. He also served as 
president of The AIDS Network. 

Congratulations to all winners! 
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BUTCH/FEMME 
It's what's inside 


(Name nttheld by request) 

In the early 60s when I 
discovered I was gay, the 
butch/femme thing was 
still in full swing. I couldn’t understand at 
first why, if you wanted a woman, you would 
go out with someone who tried so hard to be 
a manp Later I learned about “role playing.” I 
also understood why so many gay women 
wanted to be butch. No one wanted to do the 
dishes. 

Butches dressed like guys (sometimes 
down to boxer shorts), did the “men” things 
around the house, and stomped about 
clutching bottles of beer and smoking 
cigarettes at bars, clubs or parties. 

The femmes did the housework, waited on 
their butches and generally appeared to take 
orders from the butches (just like 
heterosexual relationships). They dressed in 
slacks and blouses and their hair was longer 
than the butches’. 

Sometimes a femme would enter a room 
wearing a tight sheath dress, nylons and spike 
heels. A wave of excitement would ripple 
through the butches, who then drifted over to 
her like flotsom on a beach, leaving the other 
femmes looking on and fuming. 

I am a Gemini and I used to swing from 
butch to femme so fast I’d get giddy. (One 
Christmas I received a sewing machine and a 
power saw.) I eventually lost my own identity. 
I kept getting mixed up. Did I light her 
cigarette or did she light mine? Did I get the 
drinks, order the meal, hold the door, or did 


she? Sometimes it was annoying, but for the 
most part it was hilarious, although my partners 
didn’t always think so. 

I think it’s sad when some take their “male” 
role too far and abuse their partners physically or 
emotionally, or both. I only hope they realize 
they can now get help. 

I have come through the wonderful world of 
women (and hope to go on for a few more years) 
not completely unscathed, but still loving them 
and feeling that exciting rush when I am amongst — 
them. It doesn’t matter what they wear or what 
they are, it’s the woman inside that I love. 


QUOTE: 


“l’ve got a very soft spot for butch 
women, although very butch women 
are sort of scary to me... | like looking 
at them from the corner of my eye, 
while pretending to be absorbed in 
something else, like lintorthe : 
weather. For me, the kick is that:they 
feel dangerous. They’re women, but 
they choose masculine trappings. 


They trespass on men’s toys, which 
is daring, and they’re visible gender 
outlaws, which is risky. They go men 
one better in a world that is supposed 
to belong to men. | keep expecting 
them to be hit by lightning, and I’m 
thrilled by them.” 


—Val Scott in The Girls Next Door, 
Lindsy Van Gelder and 
Pamela Robin Brandt, 1996 
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QUOTES: 


...the butch is, ceremoniously 
speaking, Puck. Cross-dressing is a 
magical function, and the butch is the 
equivalent of the traditional cross- 
dresser who may also become a 
magical/shaman of the tribe. She is 
the one who cross-dresses, becomes 
a hunter or a sooth-sayer or a prophet 
or the first woman in a formerly all- 
male occupation. She keeps the idea 
of biological destiny untenable. 

Judy Grahn 
Another Mother Tongue, 1994 


The most frequently heard line— 
from straights and queers alike—of 
my twenty-plus years as a radical 
queer has been, “But you don’t /ook 
like a lesbian.” Well, | am a lesbian, 
and this is how! look: long blonde 
hair, skirts, heels, makeup, jewelry. 
Femme. When | look in the mirror, | 
see a dyke: | don’t think | look like a 
straight woman, | don’t think | carry 
myself like a straight woman, | know | 
don't live like a straight woman. So 
when another lesbian says | don't 
look \ike a dyke, | don’t measure up to 
her image of wnat a lesbian is, she 
denies my right to lesbian community. 
Wouldn’t a white woman telling a 
light-skinned black woman that she 
really doesn’t look black be offensive? 


Butch women say they don’t want 
to be like men, but when they 
trivialize the identity and accomplish- 
ments of so-called lipstick lesbians, 
they silence other women just as 
effectively as the men who have 
been writing women out of history for 
centuries. 

Victoria Brownworth 
Too Queer: Essays from a Radical 
Life. 1996 


you 
soft in your leather 
not quite a 
bike dyke 
no studs on your jacket 
but 
oh 
those gloves are sinful 
long 
black 
leather 
with 
zippers 
no less 
so butch 
of you 
to have those gloves 
so femme 
of you 
to have those eyes 


(Lori Faulkner, from My Lover Is A 
Woman, edited by Leslea Newman, 1996) 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) ts located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Open Monday to Friday 
from 7-10 pm, for drop-in, peer support 
counselling and library services. Films every 
Wednesday & speakers on Thursdays. 488- 
3234. Peer support is also available through 
email; glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the 
University of Alberta. Thursdays 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pM. 

Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, 
FM 88.5, Wednesdays from 5-5:30 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
program on FM 88.5. Saturdays 7-8 pm. 

Lambda Christian Community 
evangelical church serving the lesbigay 
community; worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148- 
84 Ave. 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive, (riverside 
entrance) Sundays at 7:15 pM. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
welcomes lesbians and gays. Services of 
union available. Sunday services at 10:30 am, 
12530-110 Ave. 454-8073. 

SOLO Social club for women gets 
together every week for a wide variety of 
social events. Linda at 447-4776. 

Gay & Lesbian Youth: 486-9661 
(voice box 10). 
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Women’s Softball 
Monday nights at Oliver school. Phone 
Nicole, 429-7234, if you’re interested. 

PFLAG: Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o 
GLCCE, or Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 
944-1394 v.b. 3524 (FLAG) 24-hour recorded 
message except 7-9:30 pm Monday to Friday 
when calls are forwarded to a PFLAG 
volunteer for confidential and anonymous 
support for lesbians, gays, transgendered 
persons and their parents, families, and 
friends. 

Out & Out (O”) 
Outdoor and recreation group for gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals and their friends. Running, 
cycling, rollerblading, camping, volleyball, 
canoeing and other activities. 988-3132. 

Northern Chaps 
Edmonton’s leather-fetish club for gay, 
lesbian and straight men and women meets at 
Boots & Saddle the first & third Friday of 
every month, 9 pm to midnight. 
mcewen@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Night Spots: ‘ 

The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 
Street; 426-3150. 

Buddy’s - Pub upstairs above Jazzberrys 
Too, 10116-124 Street. 

Shakespear’s - Darts & Rumpus Room; 
2™" floor, 10306-112 Street. Lesbian & gay 
dart league Thursdays. Please note: 
Shakespear’s golf tournament has been 
cancelled. 

*Shakespears will be closed Sundays during July 
and August. 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at noon. 
Submussions deadline for September. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 7 

O’ Weiner Roast and Hike 

Meet at Emily Murphy Park (large fire pit) 
between 5:30 and 6 pm for supper; the hike starts 
around 7:30. For more info call Jayne; 451-2924. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 18 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

GLCCE, suite 103, 10612-124 Street, at 7 pm. All 
members are welcome to attend. 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 24 

O’ Rundle Park Mountain Bike Trek 

11 aM to 3 pm. Meet at Kinsmen Sports Centre. 
Call Mark for additional details; 428-3375. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at noon. 
Deadline for October; Lesbians and the Medta. All 
women are welcome to join our informal coffee 
meeting. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
Womonspace Dance 
Ritchie Community Hall, 7727-98 Street, 8 pm. 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
988-4018 


Womonspace:48 2 ~ 1794 
0’ Hotline:988-3132 


IMPORTANT 


Notice to 
Womonspace Members: 


Our Annual General 


Meeting 
will be held on 
Sunday, October 26 


at GLCCE, 
Suite 103, 10612-124 Street, 7 pm 
Mark your calendars now! 


GALACA’s 
4th annual 


GREAT 
ALBERTA 


CAMPOUT 


Friday, August 29” 
to Monday, September 1” 


For registration information, 
contact Lori at (403) 347-3754 
or 340-2198. 
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LESBIAN LEGAL ISSUES 


Lesbians & Liability 
by Julie C. Lloyd 

I have been asked to talk about personal 
liability concerns for homeowners and 
renters—another cheery subject. 

So you are hosting your annual February 
“Let’s pretend we’re in Puerto Vallarta” 
party in your home. The margueritas are 
cold, the tostadas are hot and your 
guests are (increasingly) relaxed and 
cheerful. At midnight the much- 
awaited amazon pifiata is unveiled 
and each guest begins 
enthusiastically wielding her paper 
maché labrys (which you have 
provided) in more or less the direction of the 
suspended amazon. 

Alas, in the melee a guest trips over one of 
the guy (sorry) wires holding up the amazon, 
cracks her head on your Alice B Toklas bust, 
suffers a concussion and develops a 
crippling fear of mariachi music. As the 
dispirited guests are leaving your home, one 
of them slips on a patch of ice on your 
unscraped sidewalk and sustains a nasty 
whiplash injury. The next morning your 
paper girl slips on a discarded lime peel on 
your doorstep and twists her knee. 

Over the next several months you are 
served with Statements of Claim by the two 
now-estranged party guests, as well as your 
paper girl, claaming damages for the injuries 
suffered and naming you as a defendant. Do 
you have a problem? I am afraid so. 

The law says that a person who has 


caused an injury to another through their 
own negligence must compensate that 
person for that injury. This concept is often 
called personal liability. As we are all aware, 
if we cause damage or injury through a car 
accident that we have caused, we will be 
found to be liable to compensate the injured 
party. That is why we are required by law to 
have a personal liability component to our 
automobile insurance. 

Liability can arise in lots of other 
ways. As a homeowner or a tenant 
in a premise, we must be aware of 
the Occupier’s Liability Act. This 
Act says that a person who has 
physical possession of a premise or 
who controls a premise has a duty to 

take reasonable care to ensure that visitors to 
the premise are reasonably safe. 

A person controls a premise if they are 
responsible for and have control over the 
premises, the activities conducted on the 
premises and the persons allowed to enter 
the premises. A visitor can be an invited 
guest or anyone else who has a right to be on 
the premises. (Like your paper girl.) You can 
find yourself liable for any injuries suffered 
by a visitor to your home if it is found that 
you have failed to take reasonable steps to 
ensure their safety. 

You can avoid liability by being perfect or 
by being lucky. A more reliable method is to 
get liability insurance. Many homeowner 
insurance policies cover personal 
liability—check to make sure that yours 
does. It is also possible to obtain such 
insurance if you are a renter. 
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Insurance coverage will not only take care 
of any damage award that is made against 
you but it will also cover the legal expenses 
involved in litigating the matter. The legal 
fees involved in defending even an 
unsuccessful suit for damages can often 
bankrupt a person. The bark of a lawsuit can 
be just as devastating as its bite. 

Now, if there is anyone at all interested in 
attending my 1998 “Let’s pretend we’re in 
Puerto Vallarta” party... please, pretty please, 
let me know. 


SKIN-A-MA-RINKY-DO00 


by DLM 
(nith apologies to Sharon, Lois and Bram) 


Femme in a stinky hockey rink, 
wondering what to do. 
| LOVE YOU! 


Femme in a dress so slinky, slink, 
Knocking me off my stool. 


| LOVE YOU! 


Femme at the table touching me, 
Manicured nails are cool. 
| LO-O-VE YOU! 


Femme has a blinky diamond ring, 
Skin-a-ma-rinky-doo. 
| LOVE YOU! 
(Yes, | do) 
| LOVE YOU! 


OUR BODIES, OUR HEALTH 
Colon Hydrotherapy 


by Patti 

Colon hydrotherapy is an 
internal bath that helps cleanse the colon of 
toxins, parasites, gas, and accumulated fecal 
plaque. 

A disposable speculum 1s gently inserted 
into the rectum. Purified oxygenated water 
flows into the colon via a small water tube 
and leaves the colon through an evacuation 
tube. There is no mess, no odour and 
generally no pain. Any pain that does occur 
could be from the muscles of the colon 
contracting or cramping slightly. 

When a person is constipated the walls 
of the colon have become packed with 
accumulated fecal matter which often 
develops into a hardened rubbery type of 
plaque. The build-up of this type of plaque 
prevents proper absorption of nutrients 
and results in the absorption of toxic 
material. 

Symptoms of fecal impaction as a result 
of stress, improper diet, insufficient water, 
lack of exercise, overeating, and ignoring 
the call of nature can include: fatigue, 
allergies, headaches, bad breath, menstrual 
problems, asthma, colitis, irritable bowel, or 
skin problems. 

Colon hydrotherapy is an invaluable 
procedure used to treat a variety of 
conditions and keep the colon safe from 
putrefaction. 


NEXT MONTH: Zntrauterine 
Insemination 
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SUPER SLEUTH 
Liberty Square 


by Lenore LeMay LeLeshian 

Kate Delafield is back. In Leberty Square, 
the fifth in Katherine Forrest’s detective 
series, Kate must explore a painful part of her 
past. The backdrop for this story concerns the 
experiences of Vietnam War veterans. Aimee, 
Kate’s lover, schemes to get Kate to 
agree to attend the 25" reunion of 
those with which she served in 
Vietnam. What ensues is murder Of 
course), and also a plumbing of the 
depths of the woman who ts Kate 
Delafield. 

Kate is a woman of few words, reticent in 
discussing herself or her feelings too deeply. 
Part of this is understandable, given her job. 
She’s an LAPD detective, struggling for every 
ounce of respect she can get as a lesbian in a 
straight, male-dominated field. She has had to 
be cautious in her work as she regularly fights 
her male colleagues’ homophobia and 
misogyny. Kate is also a wounded soul, still 
grieving the death of her longtime lover, 
Anne, who died in a fiery car crash. 

Kate is angry with Aimee for tricking her 
into attending the reunion. Aimee suspects it 
is necessary for Kate to confront this part of 
her past. Kate, on the other hand, is extremely 
resistant and would rather forget. She does 
end up attending the reunion and finds herself 
remembering things she thought had been put 
securely away forever. 

Forrest does a wonderful job of 
introducing believable and sympathetic 
characters and drawing us into their lives. 
These people, who feel a need to connect 


with each other many years later, are all linked 
by the unbreakable bond of having survived 
war together. We sense there ts some secret 
they are keeping, and we are compelled to 
discover what it 1s. 

Forrest respectfully educates us about the 
reality of the vets’ experience during and after 
the war. We learn how this experience altered 
each of their lives forever. Forrest provides a 
gender analysis of war and post-war 
trauma. As the members of the group 
recount their own memories, it is clear 
\ that the men feel they suffered the 
y worst from having been on the front 
lines. But the nurses who served dispel 
this belief by sharing their own equally 
painful stories. They point out that the 
experiences of male veterans have been widely 
documented, and demand equal recognition of 
their own sacrifices and contributions, asking 
that all survivors of the war be recognized. 

I found this book both informative and 
moving. I enjoyed it very much and will be 
thinking about it for a long time. If you like 
Kate, and you’ve missed her, sit back and enjoy. 
If you haven’t met her yet, it’s tume you did. 


QUOTE: 


Fems were deeply cherished and yet 
devalued as well. There were always 
fem put-down jokes going around the 
bar, while at the same. time 
tremendous energy and caring was 
spent courting the fem women. 
Joan Nestle, in 
Pleasure and Danger, C. Vance, ed. 
1984 
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BETWEEN THE COVERS ha 
At Edmonton Public Library | 235: 
by Lindy Pratch 

Mary Wings has a sizzling new mystery in the 
library. She Came to the Castro (Berkley, 1997) is 
the fourth in the series about private investigator 
Emma Victor. It takes place during the San 
Francisco Gay and Lesbian Film Festival. The city’s 
civic election is underway and someone is 
blackmailing one of the candidates for mayor. Emma 
has a new love interest... or two. Add murder to the 
twisting plot and things heat up even more. Written 
in her usual snappy pace, this may be a contender for 
a second Lambda award for Mary Wings. 

Carol Anshaw is also an award-winning author 
(for Aquamarine) with a wonderful new book on the 
shelves. Seven Moves (Houghton Mifflin, 1996) is 
about Chicago psychiatrist Christine Snow. She 
thinks she and her travel photographer girlfriend 
Taylor have a happy home together, complete with a 
lovable dog. Then they have a trivial argument and 
Taylor disappears. As time passes and clues are 
uncovered, Chris gradually learns that she never 
teally knew Taylor. This is the compelling story of 
that inner journey. 

Mary Beth Caschetta’s Lucy on the West Coast 
(Alyson, 1996) is another great new book at the 
library. This short story collection is powerful and 
literary, provoking and enchanting at the same time. 
Here is an excerpt from ‘Consecration, a story about 
experiencing a lesbian crush while in a Catholic 
school: 

Later I would come to know them all: professional femmes 
who'd cut you to shreds; soft butches who wanted your whole 
hand; watery “one size fits all” girls residing somewhere in the 
middle, denying they belonged to ether camp. |...] Ignorant of 
how much a heart could ache, I was happy to walk by 
[Nelke’s] side in silent prayer the entire way home. 


QUOTE: 


The iron fist of political correctness 
warns against acknowledging that 
the butch/femme phenomenon 
exists. But you know it does. 

The butch/femme issue can be 
difficult to swallow because it is 
frequently and erroneously framed, 
mostly by foolish heterosexuals, as 
a gender-identity issue. These 
misinformed dolts have no way of 
understanding lesbian sexuality 
other than as “Who’s the man?” [...] 

Although some women femme it 
up with clothing and accessories, 
Ms. Behavior likes to point out that 
true butchness or femmeness is 
really an internal thing. For 
example, no matter how high 
Jodie’s hair is piled and no matter 
how low-cut or girly her gown might 
be on the night she receives her 
Oscar, she is still a tough butch 
babe to the core. (Let’s also not 
discount the fact that she talks like a 
truck driver.) 

Geena Davis, in contrast, is an 
undisputed femme, and no amount 
of Thelmaesque rough talk or gun- 
wielding can disguise that fact. The 
point is that (a) you can never cover 
the true essence o’ butch with 
makeup or clothing, and (b) a 
femme is a femme is a femme. 

Meryl Cohn, 

“Do What I Say”: Ms. Behavior's 
Guide to Gay & Lesbian Etiquette, 
1995 
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AUGUST HOROSCOPE 


by Honeypot 
Aries: Your memoirs are of 


interest to no one but you. Put 
down that poison pen and go get some fresh 
air. And some fresh bagels. 

Taurus: Everything’s coming up 
Capricom. Check her out before somebody 
else gets her goat. 

Gemini: Get those twin impulses fired up 
and flamin’ before the summer’s over. A new 
set of wheels might be just what Dr. Dyke 
ordered—and we don’t mean rollerblades. 

Cancer: Your hectic Sapphic schedule isn’t 
showing any signs of slowing down just yet. 
Seize the day... gently. Love will come to you. 

Leo: Travel might be just what you need 
right now. Avoid the colour yellow. 

Virgo: Why put off until tomorrow stuff 
you can put off until next month? Play hooky 
from work and take a femme to a matinee. 

Libra: Three strikes and you’re out—in 
baseball and at the bar. Give it up, butch, and 
stick to table hockey. 

Scorpio: The stars are begging you to relax 
for once in your life. Take a well-deserved 
holiday... a green-eyed goddess awaits. 

Sagittarius: You don’t have time to be 
reading this—go out and weed that garden. 
And tidy up that guest room! 

Capricorn: Hello, Is anybody in there? 
You've pouted over her long enough. It’s time 
to come up for air... and some naughty fun. 

Aquarius: This is the dawning of the age 
of resentment. Start talking about what’s 
bugging you or forever hold your tongue. 

Pisces: Not a good month for water 
sports. Stick to dry land... and be rewarded 
with wet kisses. 


ASK LAVERNE: 
The insensitive 
advice columnist 


Dear Laverne, 

I don’t own any flannel shirts, but I do drive a 
four-by-four; and I don’t mind wearing dresses, 
but I’ve never played softball. I love old romantic 
movies and sew all my own tampons. When I’m 
not writing Harlequeer romances under an 
appropriate (and politically correct) pseudonym, I 
brew my own beer... and I can change a tire in 10 
seconds flat. In my spare time I like to read to the 
blind and volunteer at the leprosy clinic. I also 
know how to set the timer on my VCR. Am I 
butch or femme? 


Martha Stewy 

Dear Martha, 

Nether. You are just plain annoying. And I'd kke to 
point out (in hopes of driving you crazy) that in the time it 
took_you to write this letter, you could’ve painted the house, 
shaved your legs and cleared the back forty. 


My Dearest Sweet Darling Laverne, 

I’ve lost my sheep, and don’t know where to 
find them. Can you help me? 
Little Bo Peep 
Yo, Peepster, : 

I don't know how you got my address but you've got to 
stop thts sexual harrassment. I know you've got it 
baaaaaaaaaad for me, but face it, toots, we have no future 


together. Wool you please flock off and die! 


Dear Laverne, 

I keep being told I’m femme, but my fantasy is 
to straddle a Harley-Davidson and ride off into 
the sunset with a hot babe clinging to my back. 
Doesn’t that sound butch to your 

Ivanna P. Standingup 

Dear IPS, 

It sounds divine. Pick me up at 7. 
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To advertise in 
_ Womonspace News 
call 482-1794. 
Business card size: $15 
Quarter-page: $25 


“CALLING ALL 

- CYBERDYKES... 

_ Womonspace 

is online! 

_ Check out our website at: 


9g http:/ /www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/wshome.htm 


Barrister & Solicitor 


1512, 10117 Jasper Avenue | 
_ |Edmonton, Alberta T5) 1W8 
4 Telephone 424-2332 Fax 424-2526 


g Ubon ay i 

3 Specialty 

| Teas & Coffees 

| and Gifts | 

— | Open Thursdays and Fridays 

| until 10 p.m. during the summer 


| 10124-124 Street — Phone 413-9609 
| Free Liga at Rear 


= 

| 

| Juut C. Lioyp 
7 

: 

‘| 

| 


Classified ads are free for members 


“T want to help fight AIDS.” 
You can. , 
We’ve all talked the talk. 
Let’s walk The Walk. 


1997 AIDS Walk Edmonton 
September 28 
Call 488-5742 to register 


Suite for Rent. Bright & spacious, 
clean & quiet. Separate entrance. New carpet, 
blinds & cupboards. Bedroom area curtained 
off. Laundry area available. Close to bus 
routes. Quiet residential area. $375/month + 
joes Phone 487-9002. 


Atkebpears Be: 
aE ain BAR 


— WEEKDAYS 
COME IN & RELAX 
HAPPY HOUR 
4:00PM TIL 10:00PM 
PLAY DARTS/PLAY POOL 


eons CONTYCATE sao 
[20-400 10744 106 87" + 
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There will be no Womonspace Dance 
in August. The next dance will be 


SEPTEMBER 20 


at Ritchie Community Hall, 
7727-98 Street, 8 Pm 


Meanwhile... 
Think about making your mark on dyke nightlife: 
Womonspace needs 


~ DANCE CO-ORDINATORS! 
Phone 482-1794 


le 


WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Box 128 Main P.O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482-1794 
Confidentiality Assured 


NAME(S) 
ADDRESS CITY 
POSTAL CODE PHONE 


12-Month Membership Fee: $15/single; $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 


New Member (] Renewal) I would like to be a volunteer Yes) NoU 
Please mail my newsletter to my home U 
I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events |] Total enclosed $ 


